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All in for Youth and Truth                                          2024 

Teaching the next generaƟon with real 
world, hands-on journalism training  

Above: Cassianne Saraiva from 
Brazil taking notes at a Mexico City 
art museum. 

Below: Charlie Wallis-Martel of 
Maine and Holly HosteƩler –
Davies of Wales work on a story 
about Maine’s First Ship. 

     What sets Youth Journalism In-
ternaƟonal apart from many other 
educaƟonal programs is the fact 
that students don’t just learn the 
skills involved in reporƟng and 
wriƟng, but they also pracƟce it 
out in their own communiƟes. 

     Unlike most academic assign-
ments given to journalism stu-
dents, the work that YJI students 
do is published for readers every-
where. 

     For young people interested in 
becoming journalists, it is invalua-
ble to have examples of published 
arƟcles, photographs and illustra-

Ɵons. This builds the student’s con-
fidence and encourages them with 
the thrill of seeing their published 
byline. 

     It also puts them on a stronger 
fooƟng because they are not mere-
ly learning about being reporters or 
photographers, but are actually 
pracƟcing the craŌ alongside pro-
fessionals in the field. 

     Having a collecƟon of published 
work is a huge advantage, which is 
why The Guardian, a respected 
newspaper in the UK, has for years 
recommended YJI as a great place 
to learn journalism.  



     Since its incepƟon in 1994, the organizaƟon has 
operated without charging students to parƟcipate, 
ensuring greater access to young people regardless 
of family income. 

     YJI students come from all over the world, repre-
senƟng a wide range of racial, ethnic, cultural, and 
religious idenƟƟes, as well as differing abiliƟes, gen-
der idenƟƟes and sexual orientaƟons. This enriches 
the YJI community, making it a vibrant space for 
cross-cultural dialogue and understanding.  

      Many students are first-generaƟon immigrants or have lived in mul-
Ɵple countries, giving them a unique global perspecƟve that fuels their 
curiosity and passion for journalism while their peers reap the benefit 
of those experiences. 

     Youth Journalism InternaƟonal is a global force for good, an incredi-
ble network of students and alumni throughout the world who are 
ready and willing to learn from and help each other.  

     Alumni of YJI’s program oŌen stay directly involved. Some serve as 
board members, mentors and contest judges. Many others generously 
step forward when a need arises. These compassionate former stu-
dents understand the challenges facing current students and younger 
alumni and are able to provide support and advice on university admis-
sions, careers and other issues. 

Youth and Truth, conƟnued                                     2024 

Youth Journalism InternaƟonal students pracƟcing 
journalism. Upper leŌ, Mayama Opare of Ghana 
examines a newspaper in Mexico City. Above, Sa-
mantha Esquivel of Matamoros, Mexico conducts 
an interview in a Mexico City museum. Below, Ipek 
Eser from Turkiye interviews a spectator at the 
2024 Boston Marathon. 
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Global Classroom teaches journalism, builds connecƟons 

     At the core of YJI’s programming is its commitment to ethical journalism and nurturing global ciƟzenship. 
YJI empowers students by giving them the opportunity to work with experienced editors and publish their 
work for the world to see. The curriculum emphasizes truth, accuracy, fairness, and courage. Students are 
expected to report with integrity and responsibility. With a focus on real-world issues, students engage in 
media literacy and develop the tools to express their voices on a global stage. 

     New students begin with weekly orientaƟon sessions to learn the basics. Once through orientaƟon, stu-
dents conƟnue to meet weekly on Zoom, where the group discusses story ideas and current events while 
cross-cultural friendships grow. YJI conƟnues to see an overwhelming demand from eager young people who 
want to be admiƩed— with about two students applying each day. We remain dedicated to expanding our 
reach and providing this invaluable experience to as many young people as possible. 

Showcasing Student Work highlights stories, photos and more 
This program puts student arƟcles, photographs 
and illustraƟons firmly into the public eye. It in-
cludes YJI’s website and social media plaƞorms, 
but also newsleƩers, the annual calendar and any 
other opportuniƟes to spotlight YJI students 
worldwide. Seeing their work treated profession-
ally and shared far and wide builds student confi-
dence and encourages success. 



Programs                                                                2024 

Our annual Excellence in Journalism Contest 
honors work by teens, teachers worldwide 

     When YJI students work on news stories, they’re expected to 
focus on their own community – school, town or naƟon. But YJI 
goes beyond that when it brings students from different places 
together to write about something enƟrely new. 

    In the program YJI Together, our young reporters gather in the 
same physical space and work together in person. 

     The most impacƞul of these gatherings are YJI’s annual Global 
Conferences and smaller, regional events. The conferences bring 
students together for about 10 days of cultural exploraƟon and reporƟng. They include lessons in reporƟng 
and interviewing, visits to newsrooms and the chance to hear from local journalists. 

Student parƟcipants write insighƞul pieces about what they’ve seen and the value it added to their lives. 
They  collaborate with each other, creaƟng an impressive body of work that examines a myriad of issues from 
a single host city. 

YJI Together unites students in person for 
cultural exchange, strengthening friendships 

Students from Ben Davis High School in Indianapolis won the 2024 First Amend-
ment Award. The prize is sponsored by the First Amendment Museum in Maine. 

     Each February, teens 
around the world enter  
news stories, photos, 
cartoons and other pub-
lished work in YJI’s an-
nual compeƟƟon, vying 
for trophies and custom 
award cerƟficates.  

     About two dozen pro-
fessionals serve as judg-
es. The 2024 contest 
was the 15th year of se-
lecƟng winners, includ-
ing for student journalist 
and teacher of the year. 



    Our global reach                                                      2024                                                  

     This story map shows the locaƟons where stu-
dents were when they reported stories. Each 
place marker indicates how many arƟcles originat-
ed in that place. 

     Some have just one, but most are places that 

generated many stories.  

      An interacƟve version of this map is on the YJI 
website and allows users to zoom in and see the 
headline for each arƟcle, the author’s name and a 
clickable link to the story. 

The map on the YJI website tells an insighƞul story 

This map at leŌ plots the geographic 
reach of YJI’s annual Excellence in Jour-
nalism contest. 
Each small circular orange symbol de-
notes a trophy winner.  Zooming in and 
clicking on a symbol brings up the win-
ner’s name, category and year. 
The 2024 compeƟƟon marked the 15th 
year of the contest. 

Winners in the YJI contest are spread around the world, too 



Some notable moments in 2024                               2024 

     YJI board member Arooj Khalid, also a YJI alum, represent-
ed the organizaƟon at a January 2024 awards luncheon of the 
InternaƟonal Women’s Club of New England. For the second Ɵme, the club chose YJI as one of four 
chariƟes to receive a grant.  

     In the photos above, Khalid speaks with the club’s past president, Mariene Benoit at leŌ and ac-
cepts a check from club leaders at right. 

     Amanda Lehmert, a communicaƟons professional and a YJI alum, volun-
teered to create Discover YJI, a biweekly online newsleƩer. It began appearing 
in inboxes in January 2024. She uses the plaƞorm to highlight student arƟcles 
and share news about the organizaƟon. 

 Discover YJI, a new online newsleƩer, made its debut 

At the InternaƟonal Women’s Club of New England 

     The Kansas-based Journalism EducaƟon Associa-
Ɵon named YJI ExecuƟve Director Jackie Majerus as 
one of four recipients of the 2024 “Friend of Scholas-
Ɵc Journalism” award. 

     The century-old American organizaƟon is dedicat-
ed to “encouraging student excellence and teacher 

achievement” with its support for “free and responsi-
ble scholasƟc journalism.”  

     Majerus, who co-founded YJI three decades ago, 
has worked “with hundreds, maybe thousands, of 
students one-on-one and in groups as the nonprofit 
she shepherded grew,” the JEA said. 

Journalism EducaƟon AssociaƟon honored YJI leader 



More notable moments                                                 

Regina Lopez, a YJI stu-
dent and board member 
from Mexico City trav-
eled to New York in Janu-
ary for an academic 
workshop. 

Seizing the opportunity, 
YJI held a regional gath-
ering in the city with stu-
dents from New York and 
another from Texas who 
is studying there. YJI alums who live in the area and Jackie Majerus, the organizaƟon’s execuƟve di-
rector, joined in as well, ensuring the forming of even more connecƟons. 

Regional gathering drew students and alums to New York City 

‘Bringing Youth Voices From LA to the World’ was a Maine event 
The Great Falls Forum, a regional showcase in 
Lewiston-Auburn, Maine, featured two Youth 
Journalism InternaƟonal speakers in April, 
2024. 

Linus Unah, a mulƟ-media journalist and a YJI 
alum, joined YJI ExecuƟve Director Jackie 
Majerus in presenƟng, ‘Bringing Youth Voices 
from LA to the World.’ 

The Great Falls Forum is a collaboraƟve speak-
er series put on by Bates College, the Sun 
Journal newspaper and the Lewiston Public 
Library.  

Linus told the audience about geƫng his start 
in journalism as a young Nigerian through YJI. 

Linus, who is from Nigeria but works in several African naƟons,  also met with YJI students and sup-
porters at the Sun Journal newspaper office in Lewiston.  

In October, Linus joined YJI’s Board of Directors. 



More notable moments                                                 

YJI board member Arooj Khalid was a featured speaker at the 
New England ScholasƟc Press AssociaƟon’s spring conference 
in Boston in May. 

The press group invited her to speak to high school students 
from New England states who had come to Boston for the 
conference. Then a student at Harvard’s Graduate School of 
EducaƟon, Arooj spoke to the high school students about in-
clusive journalism. 

Arooj, who is from Lahore, Pakistan, got her start as a pub-
lished writer when she joined YJI at age 14. 

New England high school journalism 
conference features YJI alum 

Students gathered in Boston, Maine and Chicago 

LongƟme YJI student Holly HosteƩler-
Davies from Wales crossed the AtlanƟc to 
connect with YJI in the U.S. in October.  
She reunited with old friends and made 
wonderful new connecƟons with fellow 
students and alums, collaborated on a 
story in Maine and created a video story 
about Harvard with the help of YJI’s Lyat 
Melese, a second year student there. 



Financial report from the president               2024 

 Board members have conƟnued to operate 
Youth Journalism InternaƟonal with conservaƟve 
budgets and an eye on the future. 

 At the end of 2024, the organizaƟon had 4 
percent more cash-on-hand than we did at the start 
of the year, enough to keep up with inflaƟon and 
leave our $200,000 prudent reserve untouched. 

 At the same Ɵme, we held a wildly successful 
global conference in Mexico City and a handful of 
smaller in-person gatherings as part of our YJI To-
gether program, which absorbs most of our annual 
spending. 

 The big picture remains rosy. We hold enough 
money to cover more than five years of operaƟon 
even if we received no funding from anyone. But, of 
course, that’s not our plan. We are conƟnuing to 
press ahead with new iniƟaƟves, including the Show-
casing Student Work program we started in 2024 to 
emphasize YJI’s longstanding commitment to pub-
lishing the work done by our students. 

 Our Global Classroom program, which brings 
together students online several Ɵmes a week, is at 
the heart of YJI. It is astonishing in its reach and in 
the quality of the work it helps students produce. I 
would be surprised if there is anything of its type in 
the world with such 
proven success, espe-
cially since its cost is so 
minimal – less than 
$6,000 in 2024. 

 Since YJI began 
30 years ago, it has kept 
close tabs on spending 
and proceeded cauƟous-
ly with new iniƟaƟves to 
ensure the required 
funding for them would 
be available. We sƟll ad-
here to that policy. 

 Our 2024 budget 
projected costs of 
$69,300. We wound up 
spending $74,147, near-

ly $5,000 more. That’s because a family foundaƟon 
that has helped fund YJI’s annual conferences upped 
its contribuƟon by $5,000. Since we try extremely 
hard to make sure the financial limitaƟons for some 
students’ families don’t hinder their full parƟcipaƟon 
in our programs, we jumped at the chance to use 
that extra money. The increased grant allowed us to 
cover the enƟre tab for more students to come to 
Mexico City. 

 While we are grateful for donaƟons from 
foundaƟons, we rely largely on the generosity of indi-
vidual donors, many of whom have given for years. 
They provide most of the money YJI uses for its regu-
lar operaƟons. Interest earnings and contest fees al-
so help, sources that are likely to remain safe for fu-
ture years. 

 Our Board of Directors remains commiƩed to 
conservaƟve budgeƟng while searching conƟnuously 
for ways to make YJI more sustainable as it moves 
forward with long-term plans for growth. We want to 
work with more students in more places – and to 
keep the organizaƟon thriving. Our track record of 
financial stability and our growing base of support 
give us faith that our plans will come to fruiƟon. 

— Steve Collins, President of the Board 
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       Scenes from the 2024 Global Conference in Mexico City 


